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August, 2019 

Connections 
Town of North Yarmouth Maine 

April 2021 

Annual Town Meeting 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 

Wescustogo Hall & North Yarmouth Community Center 
Meeting begins at 9:00 AM 

 

ARTICLE 1 
 

To elect a Moderator by written ballot to 
preside over said meeting.   
 
Explanation: The Maine Moderator’s 
Manual voted on by the Townspeople on 
October 3, 2020, is the current guideline 
used by the Moderator presiding at North 
Yarmouth Town Meetings.   

Business Articles 

ARTICLE 2 
 

To see if the Town will grant a 
conservation easement or similar 
instrument to an entity that will have the 
effect of restricting the use of Sharp’s 
Field, located on town property at 10 
Village Square Road, to public recreation 
and public activities, and authorize and 
delegate to the Select Board undertaking 
all action necessary to effect the 
purposes of this article including the 
selection of such entity? 
 
Explanation:  The purpose of the article 
is to ensure that Sharp’s Field remains 
an open outdoor area for public 
recreation use and is not considered or 
sold for commercial development at any 
time in the future. 

 

ARTICLE 3 
 

To see if the Town will (a) approve the 
purchase of approximately nine (9) acres 
of undeveloped property located along 
Greely Road near Knight’s Pond in the 
Town of North Yarmouth, Cumberland 
County, Maine from the Royal River 
Conservation Trust to be open for public 

use, (b) appropriate and expend up to 
$42,465 on the transaction including 
costs from the Town’s Future Land 
Reserve Account, (c) authorize and 
delegate to the Select Board to negotiate 
and enter into a purchase and sale 
agreement for such transaction, (d) and 
to take all other associated actions that 
the Select Board deem to be necessary 
in connection with the transaction.  
Explanation:  Exhibit A.  
 

Legislative Articles 

ARTICLE 4 
 

Shall the Town Charter be amended as 
presented in Exhibit B of this warrant? 
 
Explanation: Minor amendments to the 
Charter relating to membership numbers 
of two Charter standing committees. 
 

ARTICLE 5 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Floodplain 
Management Ordinance” dated 2015 be 
repealed and replaced with an updated 
version of the “Floodplain Management 
Ordinance,” as presented in Exhibit E of 
this warrant? 
 
Explanation: The Maine Floodplain 
Management Program of the Maine 
Department of Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry department has provided 
the Town with an updated ordinance 
reflecting recent changes for the Town’s 

adoption.  Pages 20 & 21 of Exhibit E 
provide a summary of these changes. 

The Select Board recommends 
approval of Articles 2 through 5. 

What happens at town 
meeting?  
 

North Yarmouth operates under 
the Town Meeting-Select Board
-Town Manager form of 
government.   Town meeting 
serves many of the same 
functions as other legislative 
bodies – passing laws and 
adopting budgets. However, 
unlike the state legislature and 
Congress, town meeting is not a 
representative body. It is a 
“meeting in which participation 
is the right and responsibility of 
every voter.” It has been 
defined as the purest form of 
democracy because citizens, 
not their representatives, 
participate directly in the 
making of laws and the raising 
and spending of their taxes. 
 
Why should I participate in 
town meeting?  
 

The way things get changed is 
by folks attending and 
participating. The purest form of 
democracy is participatory 
democracy, where you sit in a 
chair, listen to other folks’ 
opinions, have your say, and 
vote on every article in the 
warrant.  
 
What is the warrant? 
 

The written notice, signed by at 
least a majority of the Select 
Board that calls a town meeting 
and lists all the articles or items 
of business that will be voted on 
at the meeting. It must be 
posted in at least one 
conspicuous place at least 
seven days before the meeting. 
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 Legislative Articles 
 

ARTICLE 6 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter I. General 
Provisions:  Section 1.3 Purpose and 
Section 1.8 Contract Zoning be amended, 
as presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment changes 
reference of the Comprehensive Plan to 
be the most current instead of a specific 
date for purposes of flexibility. It also 
aligns the Contract Zoning process with 
the goals of the Comprehensive Plan and 
makes grammatical, terminology and 
editorial changes for consistency 
throughout the LUO (Land Use 
Ordinance). 

ARTICLE 7 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter III. Administration 
and Enforcement:  Section 3.2 Approvals 
and Permits Required, Section 3.3 
Building/Land Use Permits, Section 3.7 
Fees, Section 3.8 Performance 
Guarantees, Section 3.9 Conformance 
with Other Laws, Regulations, and Section 
3.10 Legal Action and Violations be 
amended as presented in Exhibit F of the 
warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment aligns the 
LUO with the town Roadway Ordinance, 
revises building permit information 
requirements, clarifies applicant 
responsibility for local, state, and federal 
permits and makes grammatical, 
terminology and editorial changes for 
consistency throughout the LUO. 
 

ARTICLE 8 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter IV. Site Plan Review 
and Conditional Use Procedures:  
Section 4.3 Review and Approval 
Authority and Section 4.4 Procedures be 
amended as presented in Exhibit G of the 
warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment makes a 
Pre-Application Meeting required instead 
of optional for projects requiring a Site 
Plan Review. It defines sections of the 
application and review process in more 
detail and appropriate sequence to 
streamline the process and ensure 
complete application materials are 
submitted prior to Planning Board review. 

Grammatical, terminology and editorial 
changes for consistency throughout the 
LUO are included. 
 

ARTICLE 9 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter V. Subdivision 
Review Procedures and Criteria:  
Section 5.3 Pre-application Meeting, 
Sketch Plan and Site Inspection, Section 
5.5 Minor Subdivision, Section 5.6 
Preliminary Plan for Major Subdivision, 
Section 5.7 Final Plan for Major 
Subdivision, Section 5.8 Final Approval 
and Filing for Minor and Major 
Subdivisions, and Section 5.10 
Inspections and Enforcement be amended 
as presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment requires 
Preliminary and Final plans for a Major 
subdivision to be submitted 30 days 
instead of 14 days prior to a scheduled 
Planning Board meeting to allow more 
time for town staff and Planning Board 
members to review the application. The 
term “multiplex” is replaced by “permitted 
building types with multiple residential 
units”. Reference to the Conservation 
Commission which no longer exists is 
removed. Alignment with the town 
Roadway Ordinance is included. 
Grammatical, terminology and editorial 
changes for consistency throughout the 
LUO are included.  

ARTICLE 10 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter V. Subdivision 
Review Procedures and Criteria:  
Section 5.7 Final Plan for Major 
Subdivision be amended as presented in 
Exhibit G of the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment replaces 
the term “multiplex” with “apartments (up 
to 4 units)”.  If warrant Article 9 passes, 
Article 10 does not need to be adopted.   

ARTICLE 11 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter VI. Variances and 
Appeals: Section 6.1 Appointment and 
Composition and Section 6.3 
Administrative Appeals, Variances, and 
Miscellaneous Appeals be amended as 
presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment is only a 
terminology change. 

Will asking questions make 
me seem silly or uninformed? 
 

No. Most warrant  articles  are 
written to comply with legal 
requirements and may not be 
self-explanatory or clear. Voting 
for something you don’t 
understand is worse that not 
voting at all. Some commonly 
asked questions include: How 
much did we spend last year on 
this? How does this compare 
with last year and can you 
explain the difference? Are we 
taking too much from the 
undesignated balance? What 
work is being done on which 
roads this year? How will this 
article (or all articles passed) 
affect the mill rate?  
 
How is voting done?  
 

There are several methods of 
voting: voice vote (yeas and 
nays), show of hands (using a 
colored paper), standing vote (if 
show of hands is indecisive), 
division of the house (yeas on 
one side and nays on the other), 
and written ballot. You don’t 
have to vote , but if you don’t 
think you have enough 
information, ask questions; if 
you don’t think the issue has 
been  dressed, say so or call 
for a written ballot. 
 
What are Legislative 
Articles? 
 

A law or regulation 
(ordinance) enacted by a 
municipal government usually 
targeting a specific subject, 
such as dog control, 
fireworks, or zoning. An 
ordinance cannot be 
amended on the floor of town 
meeting, only voted up or 
down. 
 
Business and Financial 
Article Amendments:  A 
secondary motion that must be 
acted on before the main 
motion is voted on. It must be 
seconded and discussion 
allowed before the vote. If it is 
passed, it becomes a part of 
the original motion; if not 
passed, the original motion 
stands. 
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ARTICLE 12 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter VII. Zoning District 
Regulations:  Section 7.4 District Land 
Use, Section 7.6 Space and Dimensional 
Requirements: Table 7.1 “Land Uses by 
Zoning District General” and Table 7.2 
“Space and Dimensional Requirements” 
be amended as presented in Exhibit F of 
the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment removes 
the Multiplex building type and replaces it 
with “Multiple Residential units in a 
permitted Building Type” allowed only in 
the Village Center. It adds as an 
institutional use “Public and private 
schools over 50,000sq.ft.” Street frontage 
in the Village Center District is changed 
from 20’-100’ to 18’-100’ to conform 
better with building dimensions defined in 
Article X, Section 10.4 Building 
Standards. Changes are made to the 
requirements of Pocket Neighborhoods 
to provide frontage for the Pocket 
neighborhood, add guest parking spaces 
and align with other sections of the LUO.  
 

ARTICLE 13 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter VII. Zoning District 
Regulations:  Section 7.6 Space and 
Dimensional Requirements: Table 7.1 
Land Uses by Zoning District, and 
Subsection D. Pocket Neighborhoods be 
amended as presented in Exhibit G of 
the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment deletes 
multiplex as an allowed use and adds 
Apartments as an allowed use.  If warrant 
Article 12 passes, Article 13 does not 
need to be adopted. 
 

ARTICLE 14 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter VIII. General 
Requirements: Applicable to all Land 
Uses:  Section 8.3 Back Lots and Street 
Access Requirements, Section 8.4 
Design and Construction Standards for 
Roads and Driveways, and Tables 8.1 
and 8.2, be amended as presented in 
Exhibit F of the warrant? 
Explanation:  This amendment aligns the 
LUO with the town Roadway Ordinance, 
revises material requirements for private 
streets and redefines measurement of 
sight distance. Grammatical, terminology 

and editorial changes for consistency 
throughout the LUO are included. 
 

ARTICLE 15 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter IX. Special District 
Standards:  Section 9.1 Residential 
Shoreland District and Resource 
Protection District Performance 
Standards and Section 9.3 Royal River 
Corridor Overlay District be amended as 
presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment reduces 
the parking spaces dimensions to 9’X18’ 
from 10’X20’ to conform with current 
industry and design standards. 
Reference to the Open Space Plan is 
deleted since the town does not have 
such plan. 

ARTICLE 16 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of 
North Yarmouth, Maine Land Use 
Ordinance” Chapter X. Performance 
and Design Standards for Site Plan 
Review and Subdivision Review:  
Section 10.2 General Layout of 
Development, Section 10.4 Building 
Design Standards, Section 10.6 Drive-
through Facilities, Section 10.22 
Recreation and Open Space Land in 
Developments, Section 10.25 Protection 
of Significant Wildlife Habitat, Section 
10.27 Back Lots and Access, Section 
10.28 Access Management Standards, 
Section 10.29 Subdivision Street 
Connectivity Required in the Village 
Center and Village Residential Districts, 
Section 10.30 Subdivision Street Length 
and Connection Requirements in the 
Farm and Forest District and Residential 
Shoreland District, Section 10.31 
Pedestrian Ways and Bicycle Access, 
Circulation and Facilities, and Section 
10.33 Off Street Parking be amended as 
presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment clarifies 
the definition of theoretical lot lines where 
multiple buildings are planned on a single 
lot of a subdivision.  Section 10.4 – 
Building Standards is completely 
replaced and applies only to the Village 
Center District and only to construction of 
commercial new buildings, building 
renovations, and building additions in the 
Village Center District and single-family 
detached dwelling units in a Pocket 
Neighborhood.  It does not apply to a 
single-family detached dwelling.  

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
Revenues and Expenditures:   
 
Revenues are incoming 
monies. Most of the money 
spent at town meeting comes 
from property taxes; other 
money comes from excise 
taxes on vehicles and from the 
state in the form of revenue 
sharing and road assistance. 
Expenditures are what the 
money is spent on. Our town 
budget includes expenditures 
for roads, services, and solid 
waste disposal. MSAD 51 
school expenditures are voted 
on separately from the town 
budget and are the largest 
single expense for the town; 
they are not part of town 
meeting. 
 
Undesignated Fund Balance:  
 
These funds result from not 
spending monies that were 
approved or from getting more 
revenue than expected. They 
are considered as an operating 
cushion to be used in 
emergencies. The general 
guideline is to make sure the 
undesignated fund balance 
contains 8-10 percent of the 
total operating budget of the 
town or an amount equal to 
one month’s expenses. Only 
town meeting can authorize the 
spending of these funds. 

 
Tax Rate (Mil Rate):  

The rate that determines how 

much residents will pay in 

property taxes. It is stated as 

“X dollars per thousand dollars 

of property valuation.” For 

example, in a town with a mil 

rate of $16 per thousand, the 

owner of a house valued at 

$300,000 would pay $4,800 

($16 x 300) in taxes. The North 

Yarmouth mil rate can only be 

computed when the MSAD 51 

budget has been approved and 

the Assessor has completed 

the annual property 

assessment review.  It can be 

estimated at Town Meeting. 

For more on a Citizen’s Guide 

to Town Meeting go to: 

www.northyarmouth.org/

town-clerk/pages/2021-town-

meeting 
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Article 16 (continued) 

Requirements for Drive-Through Facilities are moved to a 
different section of Chapter 10. Reference to multiplex is 
removed. This amendment also aligns the LUO with the 
town Roadway Ordinance, clarifies measurement of sight 
distance and parking layout and design. Grammatical, 
terminology and editorial changes for consistency 
throughout the LUO are included. 

ARTICLE 17 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of North Yarmouth, 
Maine Land Use Ordinance” Chapter X. Performance 
and Design Standards for Site Plan Review and 
Subdivision Review:  Section 10.6 Drive-through 
Facilities and Section 10.33 Off Street Parking be 
amended as presented in Exhibit G of the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment moves requirements for 
Drive-Through Facilities to a different section of Chapter 
10 and replaces the term “Multiplex Housing” with 
“Apartments (up to 4 units)”.  If warrant Article 16 passes, 
Article 17 does not need to be adopted. 

ARTICLE 18 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of North Yarmouth, 
Maine Land Use Ordinance” Chapter XI. Standards for 
Specific Activities: Section 11.2 Affordable Housing, 
Section 11.3 Clustered Housing Development and Open 
Space Development, Section 11.6 Mobile Home Parks, 
Section 11.7 Multiplex Dwellings, Section 11.8 Extraction 
of Earth Material (Mineral Extraction), and Section 11.9 
Wireless Communication Facilities be amended as 
presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation: This amendment deletes reference to 
Multiplex Housing/Dwellings. Buildings with the same 
purpose are now referred to as Multiple Dwelling Units 
allowed only in the Village Center District. Reference to 
the Conservation Commission which no longer exists is 

removed. Grammatical, terminology and editorial changes 
for consistency throughout the LUO are included. 

ARTICLE 19 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of North Yarmouth, 
Maine Land Use Ordinance” Chapter XI. Standards for 
Specific Activities: Section 11.7 Multiplex Dwellings be 
amended as presented in Exhibit G of the warrant?  
 
Explanation: This amendment deletes reference to 
Multiplex Housing/Dwellings. Buildings with the same 
purpose are now referred to as Multiple Dwelling Units 
allowed only in the Village Center District.  If warrant 
Article 18 passes, Article 19 does not need to be adopted. 

ARTICLE 20 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of North Yarmouth, 
Maine Land Use Ordinance” Chapter XII. Definitions be 
amended as presented in Exhibit F of the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment deletes the term and 
definition of Multiplex Housing, edits definitions for clarity 
and deletes the definition of a parking space since it is 
described in detail elsewhere in the LUO.  

ARTICLE 21 
 

Shall the ordinance entitled “Town of North Yarmouth, 
Maine Land Use Ordinance” Chapter XII. Definitions be 
amended as presented in Exhibit G of the warrant? 
 
Explanation:  This amendment deletes the term and 
definition of Multiplex Housing. Buildings with the same 
purpose are now referred to as Multiple Dwelling Units 
allowed only in the Village Center District. If warrant 
Article 20 passes, Article 21 does not need to be adopted. 

The Planning Board recommends approval of  
Articles 6 through 21. 

Financial Articles 
 

ARTICLE 22 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $513,042.00 for Municipal Administration Department, or see 
what action the Town will take. 

 
 

Explanation:  Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees, other significant increases include 
software and contracted website and technology services.   More detailed information can be found on the town’s website and will 
be distributed at the town meeting.  The Select Board and Budget Committee recommend approval. 

 

ARTICLE 23 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $168,174.00 for the Community Services Department, or see 
what action the Town will take. 

 
Explanation:  Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees, other significant increases include 
contracted services for technical planning assistance with substantial applications presented to the Planning Board and to control 
invasive plants in town parks the Parks & Recreation Committee is requesting funds to continue this work.  More detailed 
information can be found on the town’s website and will be distributed at the town meeting.  The Select Board and Budget 

Committee recommend approval. 

Community Services Dept. (120) Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 145,793.00 $ 168,174.00 $   22,381.00 15.3 

Municipal Administration Dept. (110) Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 493,894.00 $513,042.00 $ 19,148.00 3.9 
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Financial Articles (continued) 
 

ARTICLE 24 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $61,521.00 for the Community Center Department, or see what 
action the Town will take. 

 
Explanation:  Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees. More detailed information can be 
found on the town’s website and will be distributed at the town meeting.. The Select Board and Budget Committee recommend 
approval. 

ARTICLE 25 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $490,764.00 for the Public Safety Department, or see what 
action the Town will take. 

 

Explanation:   Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees.  Weekend Fire Rescue   coverage is 
also proposed.  Contract services reflects an increase in hydrant expense.  The Budget Committee is recommending an additional 
$1,568.00 to the Public Safety budget for purposes of contracting the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office to conduct quarterly 
speed patrols in designated areas to promote safer road travel.  More detailed information can be found on the town ’s website and 
will be distributed at the town meeting.. Select Board recommends $490,794.00.  Budget Committee recommends 
$492,332.00. 

ARTICLE 26 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $471,802.00 for the Public Works Department, or see what 
action the Town will take. 

 

Explanation: Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees. This department reflects a decrease 
do to the reevaluation and process of specific road maintenance tasks. More detailed information can be found on the town’s 
website and will be distributed at the town meeting. The Select Board and Budget Committee recommend approval. 
 

ARTICLE 27 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $ 128,796.00 for Buildings and Grounds, or see what action the 
Town will take. 

 

Explanation:  Increases to this department represent a 1.3% COLA increase to all employees. This department reflects a decrease 
in utility costs specifically in the area of electricity due to the full operation of the solar panels located on the community center. 
More detailed information can be found on the town’s website and will be distributed at the town meeting.  The Select Board and 
Budget Committee recommend approval. 

ARTICLE 28 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $222,821.00 for Solid Waste / Recycling, or see what action the 
Town will take. 

 
Explanation:  This department reflect a decrease due to the cost of trash bags (PAYT) shifting to revenues received.    Details show 
that both solid waste and recycling disposal fees are projected to increase in the ensuing year.  More detailed information can be 
found on the town’s website and will be distributed at the town meeting.  The Select Board and Budget Committee recommend 
approval. 

ARTICLE 29 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $1,059,363.00 for Fixed Expenses, or see what action the Town 
will take.                 

 
Explanation:  Fixed expenses reflects debt service, town insurance, employee benefits, and shared library and recreation services 

with the town of Cumberland.  This year’s increase is due to the impact recreation services has had due to the COVID pandemic.. 
The Select Board and Budget Committee recommend approval. 

Community Center Dept. (125) Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $   60,561.00 $   61,521.00 $     960.00 1.6 

Public Safety Dept. (130) Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 451,039.00 $ 490,764.00 $   39,725.00 8.8 

Public Works Dept. (140) Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 471,047.00 $ 471,802.00 $      755.00 .16 

Building & Grounds Department Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 127,860.00 $ 128,796.00 $         936.00 .73 

Solid Waste / Recycling Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 230,733.00 $222,821.00 $     (7,912.00) (3.4) 

Fixed Expenses Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 974,014.00 $1,059,636.00 $    85,622.00 8.8 
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Financial Articles (continued) 
ARTICLE 30 

 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $644,613.00 for Capital Improvements Reserves, or see what 
action the Town will take. 

 

Explanation:   Due to the pandemic Capital Improvement Planning was the single most area of the budget that received the most 
reductions for the current fiscal year 2021.  It is now necessary to get these reserves back on track so that future necessary 
purchase are not at a large impact to the tax payer.  There is a difference in recommendations in that the Budget Committee 
recommends an additional $100,000.00 to the Roadway Reserve to maintain the Town road paving schedule.  Select Board 
Recommends $644613.00  Budget Committee recommends $744,613.00. 
 

ARTICLE 31 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept and apply $2,298,302.00 of the following non-property tax revenues to reduce 
the total amount authorized to be raised by taxation. 

 
Further, see if the Town will authorize the Select Board and Treasurer to accept any additional revenues or funds that 
may be used to reduce the amount required to be raised by taxation, or see what action the Town will take.  Select 
Board and Budget Committee recommend approval. 
 

ARTICLE 32 
 

To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to expend from the Village Center Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
District an estimated total amount of $407,500 dependent upon actual mil rate, as follows:    

 
Explanation:  The townspeople must grant permission to expend funds from the TIF program to go towards the described projects 
within the TIF district plan filed with the Maine Department of Economic Development. Expending these funds will not increase the 
mil rate.  Select Board and Budget Committee recommend approval. 

Capital Improvement Reserves Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
PWD/FRD (Heavy Equipment) $ 130,000.00 $ 170,000.00 $   40,000.00 30.8 

Technology & Communications $   10,000.00 $     5,000.00 $    (5,000.00) (50.0) 

Future Land Reserve $            0.00 $   10,000.00 $   10,000.00 100.0 

Parks & Recreation $            0.00 $     5,000.00 $     5,000.00 100.0 

Municipal Facilities/Grounds $ 100,000.00 $ 205,000.00 $ 105,000.00 125.0 

Contingency Reserve $   15,000.00 $     5,000.00 $  (10,000.00) (67.0) 

Records Preservation $            0.00 $     9,613.00 $     9,613.00 100.0 

Roadway Maintenance $ 125,000.00 $ 235,000.00 $ 110,000.00 88.0 

TOTAL $ 380,000.00 $ 644,613.00 $ 264,613.00 69.6 

Revenues Budget FY21 Request FY22 Difference Percent 
TOTAL $ 1,654,534.00 $2,298,302.00 $ 628,768.00 38.0 

CIP Public Safety & Fire Protection (P1) $   20,000.00 

Recreational Trails (P2) $     5,500.00 

Street Related Public Safety Measures & Village Amenities (P3) $ 100,000.00 

Sidewalks and Streetscapes (P4) $ 100,000.00 

Professional Services Consulting, Legal, Other (P11) $   92,000.00 

Administrative Costs (P12)           $   65,000.00 

Economic Development Programs (P13)   $   25,000.00 

TOTAL         $ 407,500.00 
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ARTICLE 33: To see if the Town will 
raise and appropriate an estimated 
$150,000 for an overlay to grant tax 
abatements or see what action the 
Town will take.  
 
ARTICLE 34: To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the Select Board to 
transfer from the town's undesignated 
fund balance an amount up to 
$300,000 to reduce the total amount 
authorized to be raised by taxation for 
the fiscal year 2022 or see what 
action the Town will take.  
 
ARTICLE 35: To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the transfer of 
$57,138 from the Town's 
undesignated fund balance to be set 
aside in a committed fund balance 
account to be expended in future 
years for providing the property tax 
assistance, in accordance with the 
Town’s Property Tax Assistance 
Ordinance, or see what action the 
Town will take. (Approval of this article 
will not increase the property tax levy.) 
 
ARTICLE 36:   To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the transfer of 
$14,547 from the Town's 
undesignated fund balance to be set 
aside in a committed fund balance 
account to be expended for employee 
disbursements of earned but not 
expended benefits or see what action 
the Town will take.  (Approval of this 
article will not increase the property 
tax levy.) 
 
ARTICLE 37:   To see if the Town will 
vote to allocate funds received from 
the registration of snowmobiles to 
Town established snowmobile club(s) 
for the purpose of maintaining their 
snowmobile trails to be open to the 
use of the public at all times. 
 

Explanation: A state mandate that the 
snowmobile registration money must be 
appropriated annually by the town for 
whatever purpose it desires. If all or part of 
it is appropriated to a snowmobile club, 
one of the conditions of that appropriation 

must be that the club's trails are open to 
public use. Otherwise, it would be an 
illegal appropriation of public funds for a 
private group. 
 

Select Board and Budget Committee 
recommend approval of housekeeping 
Articles 33 through 37. 
 

ARTICLE 38:   To see if the Town will 
vote to exceed the maximum property 
tax levy limit (LD1) established by 
State law if the municipal budget 
approved results in a tax commitment 
in excess of the property tax levy 
otherwise allowable, such that the 
increased maximum property tax levy 
hereby established will equal the 
amount committed, or see what action 
the Town will take.  
 
Explanation:  It is not projected that the 
town’s budget will exceed tax levy limits 
established by State law. As a preventive 
housekeeping action, it is recommended 
the Town vote to approve Article 38.  By 
State Law, the vote on this article must be 
by written ballot. 

 
ARTICLE 39:  1) To see if the Town 
will vote to make all taxes assessed 
for the Town's 2022 fiscal year, July 1, 
2021, through June 30, 2022, due in 
four (4) installments, with the first 
quarter (1/4) of the total amount 
assessed due and payable on 
September 15, 2021, the second 
quarter (1/4) due December 15, 2021, 
the third quarter (1/4) due March 15, 
2022, and the remaining quarter (1/4) 
due on June 15, 2022; and to charge 
interest at the rate of six percent 
(6.00%) per year computed on a daily 
basis on any portion of the installment 
due that remains outstanding as of 
September 16, 2021, December 16, 
2021, March 16, 2022,  and June 16, 
2022. 
 

2) To see if the Town will permit the 
Tax Collector or her designee to 
waive unintentional tax interest 
payment shortages in an amount not 
to exceed $5.00; and 
 

3) To see if the Town will vote to 

authorize the Tax Collector to accept 
payment of real estate property taxes 
not yet due or assessed pursuant to 
M.R.S. Title 36, Section 506. The 
Town does not apply interest in such 
collections, and   
 
4) To see if the Town will vote to 
authorize the Treasurer to release 
payment of tax abatements and 
applicable interest approved by the 
Town’s Assessor from the property tax 
overlay account. 
  
ARTICLE 40: To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the Select Board and 
the Treasurer, on behalf of the Town 
and any of the Town’s departments, to 
accept gifts, real estate, donations, 
and other funds, including trust funds 
that may be given or left to the Town; 
furthermore, to grant the Select Board 
further authority to expend up to 
$25,000 from undesignated funds, if 
necessary, to match the grant, funding 
such sums of money as they deem 
essential from these funds for their 
designated purposes. These 
expenditures may be reflected outside 
of the Town’s approved budget. 
 
ARTICLE 41:    To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the Town Manager 
acting in concurrence with the Select 
Board to accept and expend, on 
behalf of the Town, any Federal or 
State funds received in the form of 
grants during the period July 1, 2021, 
until June 30, 2022.  These 
expenditures may be reflected outside 
of the Town’s approved budget. 
 
ARTICLE 42:   To see if the Town will 
vote to authorize the transfer of all 
unexpended balances to the 
Undesignated Fund Balance and to 
authorize any overdrafts that may 
occur in Town operations during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, to 
be taken from Undesignated Fund 
Balance. 
 

Select Board recommends approval of 
housekeeping articles 38  through 42. 

A Message from the Town Manager: 

The current mil rate of 16.55 per thousand dollars of valuation is based 
on the COVID-19 pandemic and necessary reductions caused by the 
unforeseen.  Last year expenditures and budget planning were reduced 
by 45.58%. This year’s projected increase of 12.78% is aimed to get 
the town back on track, particularly in Capital Improvements, which 
were hardest hit.  The final impact on the tax rate is unknown until the 
assessor has completed all the work necessary for this calculation.  
Included with an increase in municipal expenditures are increases in 
both county taxes and education.  Projections at this time see an 

increase in the mil rate of .26 or for the average home in North 
Yarmouth valued at $337,000 would be 7.30 a month or 87.62 
annually.  Detailed information on the budget and all information 
regarding the annual town meeting are available on the town’s website, 

and hard copies available at the Town Office. 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone on the 24th.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. Respectfully, 

Rosemary Roy  manager@northyarmouth.org 

mailto:manager@northyarmouth.org
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Saturday April 24, 2021 Starts at 9:00am 

Wescustogo Hall & North Yarmouth Community Center 

Voter Registrar Available at 8:30am 

To Vote  - You Must Be a Registered Voter of North Yarmouth 

 

Tuesday, June 8, 2020 

Polls Open 7:00am to 8:00pm  

Wescustogo Hall & North Yarmouth Community Center 

Ballots 
North Yarmouth Municipal Officers 

MSAD#51 Budget Validation Referendum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.northyarmouth.org 


