
Town of North Yarmouth 
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020 
9:00 AM 

AGENDA 

1. OPENING OF MEETING/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  -  Town Clerk

2. ANNOUNCEMENTS (If any)

3. ARTICLE I  - Election of Moderator - Town Clerk

4. ARTICLE II  -  Adoption of Maine Moderator’s Manual - Moderator

5. THE TOWN MEETING PROCESS AND PROTOCOL - Moderator

A. COVID-19: Under the Governor’s Executive Order, six (6) foot distancing and face coverings are required to
participate in this meeting.  The venue only allows for 50 individuals in the Wescustogo Hall and 50 in the
gymnasium.  If, for any reason, more than 100 individuals are present, a motion to recess to a time certain or
motion to adjourn will be considered and voted on.  Individuals will be able to speak from either room once
recognized by the Moderator.

B. VISITORS:   All visitors must check-in at the Registrar’s table.  Visitors cannot vote but can speak with a 2/3rds
vote of registered North Yarmouth voters.  It is recommended that a motion is considered to allow all visitors to
speak under a consent agenda – meaning that all visitors would be allowed to speak if so voted unless anyone
would like to exclude a particular speaker from that authorization.

C. VOTING:  Votes shall be counted based on the Voter Voucher voters received at check-in unless otherwise
noted within the warrant article.  Please make sure that you have checked in with the Registrar and have received
your voting voucher.  Use this voucher each time a vote is called and keep it for the entire meeting.

D. LAYOUT OF THE ARTICLES:  The meeting addresses only business articles.

E. MAKING A MOTION:  When making a motion, please make it using affirmative language. It helps to clarify that
a “yes” vote means yes, and a “no” vote will mean no.

F. AMENDING A MOTION:  During the discussion, a voter may amend the motion.  The amendment must be
seconded, and there must be an opportunity to discuss the amendment before voting on it.  If the amendment
passes, then the motion, as amended, is voted on. If the amendment does not pass, and there are no further
amendments, the original motion is then voted.

G. SPEAKING:  All individuals wishing to speak should raise their hands and await recognition by the Moderator.
You then need to come up to the microphone, state your name and street address for the record, and then ask
your question.  All questions must be directed to the Moderator.  Floor conversations between individuals
are not permitted.

H. RECONSIDERATIONS - A two-step process:

1. First, a vote is taken on whether to reconsider the question.
2. Then a vote is taken on the reconsidered article itself.

Regulations: 

1. Reconsideration can only be requested by someone who voted on the prevailing side of the article in
question.

2. The voter must notify the Moderator before the vote being taken on how they are going to cast their vote on
the article.   On a written ballot, the voter must show their ballot to the Moderator before the votes are
counted.
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3. If the voter ends up on the prevailing side, the request to reconsider the article can be recognized.

4. The request for reconsideration must be before the start of the second article following the article to be
reconsidered.

Example:  The voter has notified the Moderator of their voting intentions and then casts their vote on the 
prevailing side of Article 3.  The voter may now request a reconsideration of Article 3 upon the conclusion of the 
Article 3 vote or during the discussion of Article 4 only.  No reconsideration will be recognized upon the beginning 
of Article 5. 

7. ANY QUESTIONS:  Moderator

8. MEETING COMMENCES:  Beginning with Article 3. - Moderator
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