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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: North Yarmouth Planning Board 
 Through Ben Scipione, Code Enforcement Officer 
 
CC: Robert G. Taisey, Assured Solar Energy 
 
From:  Kate Burch, Planner, North Star Planning 
 
RE:  Assured Solar Energy Preapplication –  Planning Board meeting 
February 14, 2023 
 
Date: February 2, 2023 
 
 
Overview 
 
The applicant proposes to convert the existing structures at 111 Mountfort 
Road into the base of operations for Assured Solar Energy, a general 
contracting business. Business operations include customer service, receiving 
deliveries and storing construction materials, pre-assembly, and vehicle and 
equipment storage and maintenance. Work hours are Monday through 
Thursday from 7 am – 5 pm. 
 
The four existing structures consist of a four-bay garage, a metal building, a 
mobile home with additions, and a one-bay open garage. All buildings are set 
back more than 500’ from Mountfort Road and screened by trees. The 
applicant plans to bring shipping containers on-site to use for storage of 
materials and equipment. 
 
The exteriors of all buildings will remain the same. Interior renovations are 
planned to convert some of the residential structure to office space.  
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Changes to the site will be minimal. The applicant plans to clear some trees 
to improve access to the buildings and add solar panels. The applicant does 
not plan to add any paving.  
 
The applicant plans to upgrade the electrical service and upgrade heating 
systems to heat pumps, while maintaining the existing wood, oil, and 
propane heat sources.  
 
 
Applicant: Robert Taisey 
 
Owner: same as the applicant 

Location: 111 Mountfort Road 

Zoning: Farm & Forest 

Tax Map Number: Map 4 Lot 25 

Existing Land Use: single-family detached dwelling and garages used for 
construction business  

Proposed Land Use: single-family residential and general contracting 
business 

Acreage: 1.5 acres 

Waivers: The applicant has not requested any waivers. 

Site Walk: The Board should decide if a site walk for this project is necessary. 

Public Hearing: A public hearing for this project has not been scheduled. 

Preapplication Completeness Review: NSP reviewed the project for 
completeness and the project meets the preapplication submission 
requirements. 

 

Site Plan Review - Findings of Fact:  

1. Utilization of the Site 
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• The applicant plans to utilize the existing buildings located at 111 

Mountfort Road for a general contracting business. 
• The project is located in the Farm and Forest zone and is abutted by 

single-family residential properties. 
• The property includes 4 existing structures: a four-bay garage (1,152 SF), 

a metal building (2,928 SF), a mobile home with additions (1,890 SF), 
and a one-bay garage (384 SF). 

 
2. Utilities 

 
• The applicant is expanding the existing electrical service, and will use 

existing wood, oil, and propane heat. 
• The applicant should confirm water and wastewater systems in their 

next submission. 
 

3. Building Standards 
 

• The project will utilize the existing building for their business. 
• No new structures or buildings are proposed. 

 
4. Impact on Community Facilities 

 
• No negative impact on community facilities will result from this project. 

 
5. Hazardous Materials and Emissions 

 
• The applicant has provided a hazardous materials list. 
• The applicant should confirm the storage and disposal of hazardous 

materials in their next submission. 
 

6. Exterior Lighting 
 

• The applicant should describe any new exterior lighting in the next 
submission. 
 

7. Financial and Technical Capacity 
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• The applicant has provided their contract agreement for the property. 
• The applicant should provide a business registration form and evidence 

that associated application fees were paid with the next submission. 
• The applicant should confirm estimated construction costs for site 

improvements in the next submission. 
 

8. Landscaping, Buffers and Screening 
 

• The applicant should confirm what existing trees and landscaping is to 
remain in the next submission. 

• The applicant should confirm if any landscaping, buffers, and screening 
are proposed for the project in the next submission. 

 
9. Noise 

 
• No noise levels in excess of the town standards will result from the 

project. 
 
 

10. Signs 
 

• The applicant should provide any sign design details and dimensions 
for the next submission.  
 

11. Storage of Materials 
 

• The applicant should confirm if there will be any exposed storage areas 
or dumpsters on the property in the next submission. 
 

12. Stormwater Control 
 

• The applicant should provide stormwater runoff analysis, and note if 
existing drainage flow direction will change, with the next submission. 

 
13. Protection of Significant Wildlife Habitat 

 
• The applicant should confirm if any significant wildlife habitat is located 

within the project area in the next submission. 
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14. Access Management and Vehicular Circulation 
 

• Vehicular access to the site will come from the existing driveway 
entrance off Mountfort Road. 

• The applicant should confirm if they need to apply for a 
Driveway/Entrance Permit from the Maine Department of 
Transportation. 

• The applicant should provide estimated traffic counts with the next 
submission. 
 

15. Pedestrian Ways and Bicycle Access 
 

• No changes to sidewalks or other surrounding pedestrian areas are 
proposed. 

 
16.  Off-Street Parking and Loading 

 
• The applicant proposes to create an unpaved employee parking area. 
• The applicant should confirm the details of site parking in the next 

submission.  
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Conclusions of Law: 
 

1. The development will/will not reflect the natural capabilities of the site 
to support development.  

2. Utilities serving developments in the Village Center District and Village 
Residential District will/will not be installed underground. 

3. The proposed development will/will not result in a negative impact to 
the environment or to the community facilities or services. 

4. The development will/will not contribute emission of dust, ash, smoke 
or other particular matter. 

5. The proposed development will/will not have adequate exterior 
lighting to provide for its safe use during nighttime hours. 

6. The landscape will/will not be preserved in its natural state, insofar as 
practicable, by minimizing tree and soil removal, retaining existing 
vegetation where desirable, and keeping any grade changes in 
character with the general appearance of neighboring areas. 

7. The development will/will not control noise levels such that it will/will 
not create a nuisance for neighboring properties. 

8. The size, location, design, color, texture, lighting and materials of all 
exterior signs will/will not detract from the design of proposed 
buildings and structures. 

9. Exposed non-residential storage areas, exposed machinery, and areas 
used for storage will/will not have sufficient setbacks and screening. 

10. Adequate provisions will/will not be made for the collection and 
disposal of all storm water that runs off proposed roads, parking areas, 
roofs and other surfaces. 

11. Developments will/will not be designed to protect and conserve 
important wildlife habitat to the greatest extent feasible. 

12. The layout of the site will/will not provide for the safe movement of 
passenger, service, and emergency vehicles throughout the site. 

13. The site plan will/will not provide for a system of pedestrian ways 
within the development appropriate to the type and scale of 
development. 

14. Parking areas will/will not be constructed to protect the natural 
environment and visual character of the community, improve 
pedestrian safety and accessibility, and promote the quality of life in 
developed areas. 
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(See Section 4 pages 23 through 36 of the North Yarmouth Land Use Ordinance) 

 
NAME OF APPLICANT:   PHONE #:  

EMAIL:  ALT. PHONE#:  

FULL ADDRESS:  

PROPERTY ADDRESS:   

MAP:  LOT:   

    
AGENT/REPRESENTATIVE (if other):  PHONE #:  

EMAIL:  

FULL ADDRESS:  

 
1. Names and Addresses of ALL property owners within 500’ of any and all property boundaries (use 

a separate sheet). Please contact the code office for an updated list) 
 

2. Plan preparer information if other than property owner:   
Name:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________   Professional Lic. #_____________________ 

Email:  _______________________________________ 

 
3. Zoning Classification of the Property 

 

_____Village Center    _____Village Residential    _____Farm and Forest   
_____Shoreland Residential    _____Resource Protection    _____Royal River Overlay 
_____Groundwater Protection Overlay 

 
4. Provide a General Description of the proposed use or activity, including but not limited to the type 

of use, square footage involved, hours of operation, types and amount of traffic to be generated 
(use separate sheet). 

 
5. Historic Structures: Are there any historic structures or areas of historical importance on the 

property?    _____YES  _____NO 
 

6. Complete List of all chemicals, pesticides, fuels, nutrients and other potentially toxic or hazardous 
materials to be used or stored on the premises, and the quantities of these materials (use a 
separate sheet). 

 
7. List of Equipment to be used, parked or stored (use a separate sheet). 

 
8. To the best of my knowledge, all the above-stated information, and all prepared submissions in 

this application are correct. 
 

________________________________________________  __________________ 
Signature of Applicant/Owner       Date 

















 
 

Assured Solar Energy 
Sketch Plan Review 
Pre Application Narrative 
Draft 
1-27-2023 
 
Background 
 
My name is Rob Taisey, my wife Leslie and I purchased our lot at 460 Mountfort Road in 1983. 
At that time Mountfort road was dirt and there were no power lines to our lot. We cleared the 
land ourselves and built our own driveway and paid CMP to extend the power lines to our lot. 
Rob’s work as a field service engineer for Combustion Engineering in the nuclear industry 
involved long term, out of state travel to nuclear power plants. During this time, Leslie acted as 
the general contractor/ project manager to coordinate the construction of our passive solar, post 
and beam home. We moved into our house in 1984 and raised our daughter Allison who was 
born in 1985. We have been operating a general contracting business operating out of 460 
Mountford Rd, North Yarmouth since 1998 when we started Stump & Grind, a stump chipping 
service. Rob had been involved in solar energy since the late 1970’s working for David 
Sleeper’s Brook Farm labs in Falmouth. We started doing business as Assured Solar Energy 
(ASE) in 2006 with the tagline “Energy as Sure as Sunrise”. The solar business is often called 
the “Solar Coaster” because of rapid changes in both technology, prices and policy over the 
years as the industry has grown. We continued to operate both Assured Solar and Stump & 
Grind until 2015, when we sold Stump & Grind to one of our employees. 
 
Assured Solar Energy designs and installs custom solar photovoltaic (PV) systems.We serve 
residential, commercial, and agricultural customers generally within an hour travel time from 
North Yarmouth, although occasionally we travel farther for specialized off grid jobs on  islands 
such as Seguin Island Light and Wood Island Life Saving station in Kittery and Eagle Island 
State park in Casco Bay.  We specialize in systems that are grid-tied, grid tied with battery back-
up as well as off-grid PV systems. 
 
Additional services we provide include installing: electric vehicle chargers; energy management 
systems; and standby generators. We do have deliveries of supplies which we presently store 
either outside or in shipping containers. We do some assembly of components prior to delivery 
to job sites. This can include pre-building, and partial assembly of electrical panels and backer 
boards as well as racking. 
 
Due to the rising cost of electric energy from the utilities as well as more stable, predictable 
policy at the Federal and State level, our business has grown to the point where we need to 
expand. We made a full price offer on another property which had come onto the market in 
Freeport but we were not able to get it under contract. When 111 Mountfort road became 
available it seemed like a good match for our needs so we were prepared to make an offer 
immediately. As part of our purchase and sale agreement we are renting the spaces so that we 
can upgrade systems, clean up and prepare the spaces while we go through the Planning 



 
 

Board and SBA Loan approval process. We plan to move the bulk of our operations there as 
soon as we receive planning board approval. 
 
We currently employ electricians, intallers, customer service representatives, sales and 
administrative personnel. Our normal hours of operation are Monday through Thursday 7am-
5pm. Occasionally we work outside of those hours in special circumstances. 
 
The property at 111 Mountfort Road includes 4 existing structures: 

1. 4 Bay garage 48x24 (1,152 sq ft) on slab. 
2. 61x48 (2,928 sq ft) clear span metal building on slab.  
3. 1890 sq ft mobile home with additions on frost wall. 
4. Small 1 bay 16 x 24 (~384 sq ft) open garage on slab. 

 
All of the existing buildings are set back more than 500’ from Mountfort Road with existing trees 
and an off-set driveway providing effective screening from the road. 
Our uses will be consistent with those of prior owner Lionell Gladstone, who built the existing 
buildings and used them for his business: equipment & vehicle maintenance, metal fabrication, 
and construction. 
 
The 111 Mountfort Road property will be used as our primary base of operations. 
Activities would include: 
 

1. Company, employee, resident’s and customer’s vehicles and equipment entering, exiting 
and parking. 

2. Driveway plowing and maintenance. We have no immediate plans for paving. 
3. Storage of machinery, implements and attachments for construction equipment. 
4. Company and employee vehicle maintenance, including refueling. 
5. Delivery, shipping, and transport of materials. 
6. Placement of land sea containers for storage of company and owner’s tools and 

equipment. 
7. Loading, unloading and storage of  materials. 
8. Metalworking, woodworking. 
9. Storage and maintenance for personal boats and trailers. 
10. Occasional open house or demonstrations for customers. 
11. Employee training. 
12. Electric vehicle charging. 
13. Vehicle storage. 
14. Office space in support of ASE general contracting business. 
15. Residential rental consistent with State and local land use ordinances. 
16. Other uses consistent with residential and general contracting business and other 

permitted uses within the FF zone. 
 
Our goal for the property is to establish office spaces and warehouses for storage of supplies 
and equipment from the existing buildings. Existing buildings will be remodeled appropriately. 



 
 

based on need. Per our discussion with Kate Burch and Ben Scipione, the above proposed 
uses are allowed within the FF Zone with SPR. The property as presently configured has the 
potential for a 2 family and Accessory Dwelling Unit. 
 
A preliminary sketch plan is attached. We will be clearing some trees to build on existing 
clearings and improve access (both solar and physical). We have no plans to pave any of the 
driveway. 
 
We do expect to convert some of the residential space to office space, while maintaining a 
residential component. We may need to build additional office space in the future. We plan to 
upgrade heating systems to heat pumps and have some back-up heat from wood, oil and 
propane stoves. We expect to install solar PV on the Shop and possibly the 4 bay garage as 
well as a ground mounted solar array to cover our usage, after a year or so of occupancy. We 
will apply for separate permits for those items at that time. 
 
 
   
Sincerely, 
 
Rob Taisey 
President  
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