
Town of North Yarmouth 
Select Board Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 19, 2023 

Regular Business Meeting 
6:00PM 

Wescustogo Hall & North Yarmouth Community Center 

 
REMINDERS TO THE ATTENDING PUBLIC:  Please mute all digital devices; Select Board meetings are open to the public, 
but the public may not speak unless recognized by the Chairperson first.  Workshops:  The public is welcome to attend 
workshops and listen to the discussion that takes place.  The purpose of holding a workshop is to provide the Select Board 
with the opportunity to focus on specific town matters to later present at a regular business meeting. Therefore, public 
participation is limited to only regular business meetings of the Select Board.         

Version 2.0 – 9/19/2023 

 

 
Select Board Members 

 
Amy Haile, Chair Andrea Berry, Vice Chair Katherine Maloney, Board Member 

 
Karl Cyr, Board Member 

 
Paul Hodgetts, Board Member 

 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Select Board Goals Workshop 

 
2. Appointments 

A. Select Board Liaisons 
1. PML Advisory Board-Appointment 

 

3. Special Presentations  
 

4. Announcements 
 

5. Public Comment-Non-Agenda Items 
 
 
6. New Business 

A. Resolution-Casco Bay Trail Alliance 
B. EDSC-Committee Charges 

 

7. Old Business 
A.  Set Joint Workshop with Planning Board (10/24/2023) 
B.  Select Board Community Engagement 
C.  Legal Fees-Analysis 

 
 
 

8. Consent Agenda 
A. Payroll Warrants 
B. Municipal Accounts Payable Warrants 
C. Set Public Hearing for GA Maximums-October 17, 2023 
D. Liquor License Incorporated Civic Organization (Foundation #51) 

           

9. Management Reports & Communications 
A. Select Board Committee Reports: 

1. EDSC-Kit Maloney       6.  Recreation Advisory Board-Karl Cyr     
2. Parks-Karl Cyr                    7.  School Fund Committee-Paul Hodgetts 
3. Joint Standing Committee-Amy Haile, Andrea Berry   8.  Prince Memorial Library-Amy Haile 
4. Waste Reduction Committee-Andrea Berry     9.  Shellfish Commission-Karl Cyr 
5. Walnut Hill Parkway-Paul Hodgetts , Kit Maloney  10.  Budget Committee-Andrea Berry 

            
B. Town Manager’s Report 
 

10. Any Other Business 
 

11. Adjournment 
 



Town of North Yarmouth 
Select Board Business 

 
Summary of Recommended Motions & Other Action Items 

 

 

September 19, 2023 

 

5.  New Business 

 

A. Resolution-Casco Bay Trail Alliance 

 

Executive Summary  

 

After a 9-month review of potential rail and non-rail uses for the state-owned Berlin Subdivision 

rail corridor from Portland to the Auburn/New Gloucester town line, a majority (7 of 15 

members) of the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council (RUAC) voted to recommend 

the conversion of 26.5 miles of existing railroad track to an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail. 

Additionally, five (5) members of the RUAC voted to recommend the Trail with Rail option (i.e., 

leaving the track in place and building bicycle and pedestrian trail at an offset) and one (1) 

member voted for the Rail Use-only option. Both the majority and minority recommendations 

are included in this report. Two (2) members of the Council abstained.  

 

Background  

 

In June of 2021, two bills were signed into law that established a new process for reviewing a 

non-rail recreational or nonrecreational transportation use along state-owned rail corridors. 

Public Law 21, Chapter 239 gave the Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) 

Commissioner the authority to establish a Rail Use Advisory Council, upon the petition of one or 

more governmental entities. The purpose of these councils is to facilitate discussion, gather 

information, and provide advice to the commissioner regarding the future use of a rail corridor 

identified in the petition. These recommendations will include the benefits and costs of potential 

uses of the rail corridor, including rail and trail use, with the understanding that any non-rail use 

of the corridor is considered interim in nature.  

MaineDOT received letters of support from all communities along the rail corridor requesting 

the formation of a Rail Corridor Council and that the future use of the 26.5 miles of state-owned, 
inactive rail-line be studied and reviewed. The initial meeting of the RUAC occurred in April 

2022. The process was concluded in January 2023.  

 

The 15-member RUAC was composed of a single representative from each town along the 

section of rail corridor under consideration: Portland, Falmouth, Cumberland, Yarmouth, North 

Yarmouth, Pownal, New Gloucester and Auburn. In addition, members included representatives 

from Bicycle Coalition of Maine, Casco Bay Trail Alliance, Genesee & Wyoming, Greater 

Portland Council of Governments (GPCOG), Live + Work in Maine, and Maine Yacht Center. 

 
Source:  MDOT/Rail Use Advisory Council 

 

Suggested Motion 

 



Town of North Yarmouth 
Select Board Business 

 
Summary of Recommended Motions & Other Action Items 

 

 

Adopt and sign the resolution to implement the recommendation of the Portland to Auburn 

Rail Use Advisory Council as presented to present to the Casco Bay Trail Alliance. 

 

Motion___________, Second __________   Vote___________ 

 

6.  Old Business 

A. Set Joint Workshop with Planning Board 

As a follow-up to legal and planning review of the proposed Advanced Wastewater Treatment 

Systems, the Select Board would like to hold a joint meeting with the Planning Board, Town 

Attorney, and Town Planner. 

Suggested Motion 

 

Schedule a joint workshop with the Planning Board on Tuesday, October 24th at 6pm. 

 

Motion___________, Second __________   Vote___________ 

7.  Consent Agenda 

A. Payroll Warrants 

#17 $ 44,709.67     

#22  $ 41,407.84 

B. Municipal Accounts Payable Warrants 

#18 $  15,312.22      

#19 $    3,209.31 

#20  $    7,810.05 

#21  $332,067.73 

C. Set Public Hearing for GA Maximus-October 17, 2023 

 

Each year the municipal officers must adopt the local General Assistance Ordinance and yearly 

Appendices. The law requires that the municipal officers conduct a notice and hearing prior to the 

adoption of the Ordinance and or Appendices.   
 

Select Board Motion 

 

Set the Public Hearing for October 17, 2023 

 

Suggested Motion 

 

To approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 



Town of North Yarmouth 
Select Board Business 

 
Summary of Recommended Motions & Other Action Items 

 

 

Motion___________, Second __________   Vote___________ 
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TOWN OF NORTH YARMOUTH RESOLUTION 
 

Request to Petition the Commissioner of Transportation and the Maine State Legislature  

To Implement the Recommendation of the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council  
 

 

WHEREAS,  the State Railroad Preservation and Assistance Act requires the Department of 

Transportation to seek legislative approval for any conversion of a state-owned rail 

corridor in which the department controls the right-of-way to a non-rail recreational or 

non-recreational transportation use; and  

WHEREAS,  the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council was formed in April 2022 pursuant to 

Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 75, to review the section of the St. Lawrence 

and Atlantic rail corridor from mile post 0.0 in Portland to mile post 26.5 in Auburn, 

referred to as the Berlin Subdivision Rail Corridor, for potential non-rail use; and   

WHEREAS,     any conversion to non-rail use is considered interim in nature, with rail corridors 

preserved for future rail use as provided under the State Railroad Preservation and 

Assistance Act; and 

WHEREAS,  conversion to an interim trail would involve removing the existing tracks and ties and 

developing a multi-use trail on the former track bed, with a paved or gravel/stone trail 

surface; and   

WHEREAS,  authorizing an interim trail use is only the first step, and would enable additional 

planning regarding construction and funding of an interim trail; and   

WHEREAS,  of the 13 members of the Portland to Auburn Rail Use Advisory Council to cast a vote, a  

                          majority of 7 members voted to recommend the conversion of 26.5 miles of the inactive  

                          Berlin Subdivision Rail Corridor to an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail; and  

WHEREAS, 5.1 miles of the state-owned Berlin Subdivision Rail Corridor run through the Town of    

                          North Yarmouth; now, therefore be it   
 

RESOLVED,   that the Town of North Yarmouth supports an interim trail on the 5.1 miles of state- 

                          owned, inactive track in North Yarmouth, and be it further   
 

RESOLVED,   that the Town of North Yarmouth petitions the Commissioner of Transportation and the  

                          Maine State Legislature to permit the conversion of 26.5 miles of the Berlin Subdivision  

                          Rail Corridor to an interim bicycle and pedestrian trail, consistent with the commendation  

                          of the rail use advisory council.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SELECT BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NORTH 

YARMOUTH ASSEMBLED THIS 19th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2023, THAT: 

 

 

_________________________          _________________________          _________________________ 

 Amy Haile, Chair   Andrea Berry, Vice-Chair  Katherine Maloney 

 

 

           _________________________          _________________________ 

   Paul Hodgetts    Karl Cyr 

 

 
     










